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Battery a boost to renewable energy

By Rod Myer
Januar 17, 2005

Up to B1 million is being invested in a hattery that could help solve the

M E A A

praoblem of the unreliable supply of salar power and other renewahble energy.
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The Victarian Government-funded Centre for Energy and Greenhouse Technologies will invest up to
$1 million to help commercialise a new battery that could be used by the renewable-energy

industry to smooth oot intermittent energy flows.

Chief executive Jan Dekker said 3200 000 had been committed to begin the development of the
vanadium bramide redox flow battery developed by Professor Maria Skyllas-Kazacos of the
University of MWW, Up ta 31 million will be spent aver two years an five kilowatt and 50 kilowatt

prototype batteries.

The CEGT will be a half-share partner with the University of NSV, with the technology put into a
joint venture company called % Fuels. If the technology is developed further, the private sector will

be hrought in.

bir Dekker said the battery was significantly better than competing technologies, was 80 per cent
efficient in energy storage and release and had an unlimited life. Storage ability of twice that
achieved by competing technologies was being targeted, he said.

"The wanadium bromide redox battery would allow electricity generated fram renewable energy
sources to be stared, and injected into the transmission grid when needed. Cluite simply, this
means for energy sources such as solar and wind power that even if the sun is not shining and the
wind is not blowing, stored renewable energy can be made available to meet peak demands,” Mr

Dekker said.

This would remedy the big bughear of
renewable generation: its unreliability.

Applications could extend to domestic
installations, transpoart vehicles, back-up
supply for hospitals and industry and
remote area power needs, he said.

Rights to an earlier type of vanadium
battery the university developed went
offshare in 2000 after a battle for contral
of a company called Finnacle YREBE. My
Dekker zaid the vanadium bromide redox
battery was more advanced than the
eatlier one and the technology would be
kept in Australian hands.

CEGT was farmed in 2003 to invest
1425 million the Gavernment committed
to sustainahle energy and greenhouse-
gas reduction technalogies.

Advertiserment

Shame,

he could've
saved for a

new house.

variable interest
- No bank fees EVER

Search
| Gol
Business

» LIS results to setlocal market tone

» Small caps'yvear no rerun of stellar 2003

» Fairfax board to put Ten on tahle

» Court breathes new life into plumber's
pursuit

» Foster's bid is big market tip

» Manufacturers to put more back into
investment

Mational

» Victimes ungrateful, says fire chief

» Greenie makes tracks, coasting all the way
» Price planthreat to generic drugs

Opinien

» Wewhinge about returning, but we're
hooked on work;

» The great university hoax

» Shymieing a planto keep parents in the

wiorkplace

World

» Soldier gets 10 years for Abu Ghraib abuse
»  Rights lavwyer for Saddam

= Travel hans imnosed on election day

Technology

« Al bets are on
» Laliva it on me
= nthe move

Sport

» Chelsea messade loud and clear
= Scoft let down by bad putting in Hawsaii
= Star apologises far mouthing off

Entertainment

» (h, brother

» Nagicians find giving up srmoking fricky
» Jolie adopts qood life

%*" INTERESTED IN THIS TOPIC?

Mews Store Alert will keep you informed.
Find out more

E550 NEWS BY EMAIL
izet free news emails from theage.com.au.
SHCN-UR N



